13 May 2005

Dr. Leslie Aiello

President, Wenner-Gren Foundation
470 Park Ave. South, 8" Floor

New York, NY 10016

Re: ICRG proposal, High-Latitude Hunter-Gatherers North and South: Variation and
Adaptation in the Patagonian and Great Basin Holocene

Dear Dr. Aiello:

This letter covers the ICRG proposal that my colleague José Lanata (Universidad de
Buenos Aires) and I submit to Wenner-Gren. We have spoken with Dr. Smith of your
staff. Please bear with my discussion of several points.

1. References: The proposal cover page identifies Simon Holdaway (Archaeology Dept.,
University of Auckland, Private Bag 92019, NZ, sj.holdaway@auckland.ac.nz) and
Michael J. O’Brien (Dept. of Anthropology and College of Arts and Sciences, 317 Lowry
Hall, Univ. of Missouri, Columbia MO 65211-0001 (573) 882-4421,
obrienm@missouri.edu) as referees. Upon reflection, Charlotte Beck (Dept. of
Anthropology, Hamilton College, 198 College Hill Rd., Clinton NY 13323-1218 (315)
859-4473) also could serve as referee. Lanata suggests the following Argentine
reviewers:

Ana Aguerre (aaguerre@filo.uba.ar, amaguerre@gmail.com)
25 de mayo 218, 3° piso

(1002) Capital Federal

Argentina

Luis A. Orquera (lorquera@mail.retina.ar)
Rivadavia 1379 11 “F”

1033- Buenos Aires

Argentina

Lanata recuses himself from reviewing proposals and mss. by Luis Borrero and Nora
Franco, and in turn requests that they not review the proposal.

2. Other Personnel: The proposal identifies A. Garcia, A. Osella and F. Carnese as project
collaborators. Garcia will work with us in the field and conduct important laboratory
analyses as described in the proposal. Her c.v. is attached to the proposal. Drs. Osella
(remote sensing) and Carnese (DNA analysis of human bone) have worked with Lanata



and will continue collaborating during our fieldwork, if their expertise is required. That
is an empirical matter that depends upon what we find in the field. To minimize an
already-lengthy proposal, I did not include their c.v.s, but will be happy to provide them
if requested.

3. Permits: Lanata has a current permit for his Paisajes project, which takes place in the
same survey zones identified in this proposal, but it expires before we plan our fieldwork.
My current State of Nevada/Bureau of Land Managament permit covers my 2005
fieldwork. Therefore, we have no permits in hand for this project. Taking nothing for
granted, we both are confident that we will obtain the necessary permits.

Contact information for both principals appears in the proposal. Ileave on 17 May for
Nevada fieldwork, then proceed directly to Australia on 4 June to spend two months at
the Institute for Advanced Studies, La Trobe University, where I will work with
Australian colleagues on joint research interests. During this period I can be reached at
my e-mail address. My office telephone number at La Trobe is 61 3 9479 3472. At this
remove I don’t know the time difference between New York and Melbourne, but it’s
bound to be ugly.

On behalf of Lanata, my thanks for your consideration. Please don’t hesitate to contact
us should any questions arise.

Sincerely,

v’

Michael J. Shott
Professor of Anthropology
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_ THE WENNER-GREN FOUNDATION FOR ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH, INC
APPLICATION FOR INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH GRANT

1. Name of Applicant (underline surname): 2. Name of Co-applicant (underline surname):
Michael J. Shott José Luis Lanata
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9. Summary description of project:

North and South America were occupied by hunter-gatherers for much of their prehistories,
particularly at high latitudes. Archaeologists have long studied the hunter-gatherer past on both
ends of the joined continent, but as isolated from one another as their prehistoric subjects were.
Past approaches also regarded the archaeological record as sites equivalent to ethnographic
settlements and interpreted it on ethnographic time scales. We propose survey in two cold-desert
hunter-gatherer locales, Argentine Patagonia and the Great Basin of North America. Our
controlled comparison of their late Pleistocene and Holocene records uses similar field methods
and perceives the archaeological record as time-averaged accumulations, not discrete sites
equivalent to ethnographic vignettes. Using methods developed in other hunter-gatherer
landscapes, we will interpret the record’s pattern and distribution in ways commensurate with the
time scale and cultural processes that produced it.
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Name of Applicant:

Michael J. Shott
Name of Co-Applicant:

Jos€ Luis Lanata

16. Budget itemization: List the major categories of expenses for which funding is requested. Attach addendum sheet

budget Justlﬁcatlon (see instructions). sine

TRAVEL $ 8455
PER DIEM(lodging and meals) 10565
VEHICLE RENTAL 1900
MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES 500
VISAS . 240
CURATION 2660
LABORATORY ANALYSIS OF OBSIDIAN SAMPLES 4000

17.  OtHPORAkces of aid received or requested for project described in this apPR&a2h (see instructions):

Lanata received US$3,500 from the Argentine agency ANPCYT for radiocarbon and oxygen-
isotope analyses.

18. How wbuld the skills, knowledge, and/or perspectives of each applicant contribute to the collaboration?

Lanata and Shott both have sustained interests in hunter-gatherer anthropology and archaeology,
materials analysis (Lanata in fauna, Shott in lithics), and the interpretation of the hunter-gatherer
archaeological record. The collaborative project will take advantage of each’s familiarity with
their respective research areas and both’s familiarity with recent approaches to the study of the
regional hunter-gatherer archaeological record. The result is a collaboration unusual in its
geographic dimensions but also in its research focus and methods.

19.  How does the project relate to each applicant's prior work and/or future plans?

Lanata has long researched the Patagonian hunter-gatherer record (e.g., Lanata 1984. Lanata and
Borrero 1999, Lanata 2002). His current project, Paisajes Arquedlogicos en el Paralelo 49°,
supported by Argentina’s Universidad de Buenos Aires and the Consejo Nacional de
Investigaciones Cientificas y Técnicas (CONICET), focuses on interior upland and coastal
lowlangd zones in southern Patagonia. After 25 years of Midwestern research and several seasons
of ethnoarchaeological research, Shott conducted three seasons of Great Basin fieldwork,
including a survey project in 2004 in Clover-Independence Valley, Nevada. This summer he is
working at a major obsidian quarry in southeastern Nevada.

20. Has either applicant ever received a Wenner-Gren Foundation Grant? yes %
Date awarded: {9 % - (/U To whom awarded: _ {Z'O ;?

What is relationship of prior grant to this project?

None. Entirely different research projects.



Lanata and Shott 1

A. AIM AND SCOPE. The later prehistories of South and North America defy comparison.

Yet their earlier prehistories are quite similar, and remote areas on both continents always were
occupied by scattered bands of hunter-gatherers, if not necessarily of the same colonizing
populations (Barton et al. 2004; Lanata and Garcia 2001; Shott 2004). Yet no one has
systematically compared the hunter-gatherer archaeological records of North and South America.
We propose collaborative surface survey in two fairly remote regions whose prehistory was
dominated by hunter-gatherers: Argentine Patagonia and the Great Basin of North America. Our
work compares two archaeological records and promotes genuine intercontinental collaboration.

The land-use practices of hunter-gatherers and the processes by which the archaeological
record forms combine to produce complex regional artifact distributions. Ethnographic (e.g.,
Binford 1982; Irimoto 1981) and archaeological (e.g., Borrero and Lanata 1992; Dunnell 1992;
Ebert 1992; Holdaway et al. 2004: Shott 1997, 2003) evidence demonstrate that most
assemblages called “sites™ are not ethnographic vignettes preserved in amber, the remains of
brief, single occupations of places. Rates of ethnographic occupation are not equivalent to rates
at which archaeological assemblages accumulate any more than, say, little Johnny digging a
bucket of sand at the beach one fine summer day causes shoreline erosion.

“Sites” are apt to be time-averaged accumulations, not single-component Pompeiis. We
should not try to devise “subsistence-settlement systems” or other analytical constructs based on
the unlikely premise that all “sites” found were contemporaneous on the scale of annual rounds.
Our models of behavior must not reduce to ethnographic time scales, because the record does not
preserve or resolve behavior at those scales. Instead, archaeological models of land use and
occupation must be commensurate with the record’s origin and nature. That is why
archaeologists developed formation theory (Schiffer 1987; Shott 1998). In our research context,
discard processes and the broader formation theory that subsumes them are not esoteric
methodological concemns but a set of theoretical principles vital to the analysis of archaeological
accumulations (Shott 1997, 2003). They are the analytical key to the hunter-gatherer past.

These conclusions are grounded in a sober consideration of how the archaeological
record formed, not the hopeful assumption that it preserves ethnographic tableaux. They are no
counsel of despair that the past cannot be known. On the contrary, they improve our ability to
know the past, promoting models and objectives that are commensurate with a time-averaged
archaeological record, not a time-zeroed ethnographic ideal.

Recent studies abandon “site,” thereby avoid assumptions of contemporaneity in regional
assemblages (Barton et al. 2002; Holdaway et al. 2004). Approaches differ in details, but are
similar in their focus on artifacts and survey tracts, and on detecting robust patterns of hunter-
gatherer behavior and land use. Via artifact analysis, the detectable properties of survey tracts
used repeatedly include: 1) time distribution of occupation; 2) occupational intensity within and
between defined time intervals; 3) occupational tempo or span and reoccupation rate. This
approach is useful to understand hominid (Potts et al. 1999) to Neolithic behavior (Barton et al.
2002) around the world.

Barton et al. (2002:176-178) defined measures of time distribution and occupational
intensity for Spanish Paleolithic and Neolithic deposits. Their “Settlement Intensity Index” (SII),






